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POLITICAL CROSS-CURRENTS

" IF the Imperial Cabinet has agreed that Stresemann
shall state his views of Locarno before the Committee
for Foreign Affairs, it is merely allowing him the right
of defence that is conceded to any murderer or similarly
unprofitable member of the community. Though it is
possible that there are many members of our party who
regard Stresemann as something worse than a mur-
derer, we consider none the less that the Cabinet were
right in their decision to permit Stresemann to defend
himself."

Thus wrote Colonel von Rodenberg in the Preussische
Landes^eitung. The Cabinet itself was torn by the
bitterest conflicts. Under pressure of the fury that
swept through the ranks of the Right, the Nationalist
Ministers thrust all the burden of responsibility for the
" shameful treaty " on to Stresemann, It suddenly
appeared that they had known nothing about any
suggestion of negotiations. They referred to a protest
which they alleged they had raised, but of which public
opinion had heard nothing for several months. All
that they could deny, they denied. It sounded, in fact,
as though they had never belonged to the Government.

The allies that Stresemann had secured at the cost of
so many sacrifices, failed him in the hour of need. But
not merely the Nationalist members of the Cabinet
turned against the treaty, A most respected Minister
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